CITY OF GRANT

ORDINANCE NO. 21-1
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE OWNERSHIP, CARE AND CUSTODY OF ANIMALS WITHIN THE CITY OF GRANT
The City of Grant Ordains: 
Ordinance No. 43: “An Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Grant, amending section 1 of Ordinance Number 21, Dog Control Ordinance, adopted September 10, 1998” is hereby repealed.

Ordinance No. 21 “An Ordinance regulating the care and custody of dogs within the City of Grant, adopted July 12, 1978”  is hereby repealed. 
Ordinance No. 21-1: “Dog Ordinance”, adopted April 16, 2011 is hereby amended, Title, Article 1 Section 1(a) and Article III Section 1 and established as follows:
ARTICLE I
Section 1. Licenses.  All dogs over the age of four (4) months within the City shall at all times be currently licensed in accordance with the requirements of state law and of the Newaygo County Dog Control policy.  A licensed tag issued by the County shall be securely affixed to a collar, harness, or other device which shall be worn by the dog at all times.
Section 1 (a). Keeping of certain animals prohibited.  It is unlawful for any person to keep, breed, or possess any of the following within the city except for horses, donkeys, and mules for temporary carriage/wagon rides for community events:
(1) Any game animal or wild animal.

(2) Any horse, mule, donkey, cow, cattle, goat, sheep, hog, pig, chicken, geese, or other livestock.

(3) Any exotic, nondomestic, or dangerous animal, which includes, but is not limited to, any tiger, cougar, bear, poisonous snake, alligator, crocodile, coyote, wolf, or lion.

The prohibitions of this section shall not apply to any temporary carnival, circus, or similar event which complies with all ordinances and laws of the city, Newaygo County, State of Michigan, and federal government and has any applicable license or approval from the city for the event involved.

Section 2. Limit on Number of Dogs.  No person shall have within their care, custody or control within the City more than three (3) dogs other than dogs under six (6) months of age born to a female dog under the care, custody or control of such person, provided that this provision shall not be construed to require any person to dispose of any licensed dog owned by such person at the effective date of this ordinance.
Section 3.  Barking Dogs.  No person owning or having charge, care, custody or control of a dog shall permit such dog at any time, by loud or frequent or habitual barking, yelping or howling, to cause annoyance to people in the City or to persons utilizing the public walks or streets in the City.  
Section 4.  Dogs Running at Large.  No person owning or having charge, care, custody or control of any dog shall cause, permit, or allow the same to run at large or to be upon any highway, street, lane, alley, court or other public place, or upon any private property or premises other than those of a person owning or having charge, care, custody or control of such dog, within the City unless such dog is restrained by a substantial chain or leash not exceeding six (6) feet in length and it is in the charge, care, custody or control of a person with the ability to restrain it which may be determined by the discretion of the Grant Police Department.  Dogs may be on a chain or leash or not restrained provided 1) the dog is present on the property of the person owning or having charge, care, custody or control of such dog and 2) the person owning or having charge, care, custody or control of such dog is directly present with said dog at all times.
Section 5.  Dogs Not Directly Supervised.  No person owning or having charge, care, custody or control of any dog shall leave a dog unsupervised on a chain or leash or unrestrained.  All dogs that are unsupervised outdoors shall be within a secure physical barrier and or kennel.  Said outdoor secure physical barrier and or kennel shall be constructed of durable metal fence or wood fence materials.  Electronic fence barrier applications are not considered a physical barrier.  All dogs left unsupervised within a secure physical barrier or kennel shall have adequate shelter provided and water and food available.
ARTICLE II
Section 1.  Any dog which is in violation of the provisions of this ordinance shall be subject to being impounded and any animal which is so impounded shall be held at the County Animal Shelter and shall be cared for , released or disposed of as provided in the Newaygo County Dog Control Policy and the rules and regulations of the County for the operation of its animal shelter.
Section 2.  Persons other than Animal Control or Grant Police Officers taking up into their care any dog, shall within eight (8) hours thereafter give notice to the County Animal Control Office of:

1)  The fact that he/she has such dog in his/her possession.

2)  The complete description of said dog.

3)  The license number of said dog, if any, and the name of the government entity which issued said license.  If said dog has no license, it shall be so stated.

ARTICLE III
Section 1.  A person having custody of any animal shall not permit, either willfully or through failure to exercise due care or control, such animal to commit and nuisance by defecation or urinating upon any public sidewalk, public property, street or private property without consent of the owner.

Section 2.  A representative of the Newaygo County Animal Control Office, Grant Police Department, or duly designated representatives may enter premises where animals are maintained, for investigation or inspection as to whether or not any portion of such premises, building structure, enclosure, physical barrier or kennel is being used, kept or maintained in violation of this or any other City ordinance or County Dog or Animal Control Policy.  No person shall deny, prevent, obstruct, or attempt to deny, prevent or obstruct such access.  This section does not permit any person to enter a private dwelling except where necessary to rescue an animal.
ARTICLE IV
Section 1.  Civil Liability.  Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed as limiting the common law liability of the owner of an animal for damages committed by it.
ARTICLE V
Section 1.  Violations and Penalties.  A violation of this ordinance shall be deemed to be a civil infraction. In the event of a determination of responsibility for a civil infraction under this ordinance is made, a maximum fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) may be imposed. In addition to ordering the defendant responsible for a civil infraction to pay a civil fine, the court shall also impose any other costs, damages, and expenses as provided by law. In addition to civil infraction enforcement, the court shall be authorized to issue any judgment, writ, order or equitable relief necessary to enforce, or enjoin violation of this ordinance. Each act of violation and each day upon which any such violations shall occur, shall constitute a separate offense reasonable person would conclude was intended to protect a person if that person is engaged in a lawful activity or is the subject of an assault.
Section 2.  Severability.  This ordinance and the various articles, sections, paragraphs, and clauses thereof, are hereby declared to be severable. If any article, section, paragraph, or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, the remainder of the Ordinance shall not be affected thereby.
First Reading: July 16, 2012
Publication Date:  July 25, 2012
Public Hearing/Second and Final Reading: August 20, 2012
Effective Date: September 9, 2012
Commissioner Hallman moved the adoption of the foregoing ordinance, which was seconded by Commissioner Smith, and thereupon adopted by the City of Grant at a regular meeting, held this 20th day of August, 2012.
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Terry Fett, Mayor
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Sherry Powell, Grant City Clerk
