City Commission Minutes

                                                                                                   May 21, 2007

Grant City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes

May 21, 2007
The regular meeting of the Grant City Commission was held on Monday, May 21, 2007, at the Grant City Offices.

1.
Call to Order: Mayor Terry Fett called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m.  

2.
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
3.
Roll Call: 

PRESENT:


Mayor Terry Fett, Commissioner Mike Gesler, Commissioner Julie Hallman, Mayor Pro-Tem Harry Robinson, and 
Commissioner Terri Yeomans.

ABSENT:  None

EXCUSED:  Commissioner Anne Pickard
OTHERS PRESENT: 


Sherry Powell – Interim City Manager/Clerk, Doug La Fave-Assistant City Manager, Dan VanBelzen –
Chief of Police, Cheryl 
Lake, and Todd Bennett
4.
Approval of the Agenda: 


Motion:  Motion made by Gesler second by Yeomans to approve the agenda.



Motion carried unanimously.

5.
Public Comments:


None
6.
Consent Agenda:

a-e.
Approval of the Consent Agenda



Motion:  Motion made by Gesler, second by Yeomans to approve the consent agenda.



Motion carried unanimously.

7.
Unfinished Business: 


Proposals for Auditing Services:  2 proposals were received, from Hendon & Slate and the Rehmann Group.


Motion:  Motion made by Hallman, second by Yeomans to contract with Hendon & Slate.



Motion carried unanimously.

8.
New Business:


a. 
Resolution 07-17:  Providing for the Grant Boy Scouts use of Blanche Lake Park


Motion:  Motion made by Hallman, seconded by Yeomans to approve Resolution 07-17.


Motion carried unanimously


b.
Resolution 07-18:  Authorizing City Manager to Enter Into Agreement for Tree Removal Services.


Motion:  Motion made by Robinson, seconded by Hallman to approve Resolution 07-18.


Motion carried unanimously

c.
Resolution 07-19:  Authorizing Professional Services Agreement for drafting and submittal of MDOT TEDE Grant 

Application for Streetscape Enhancement Project


Motion:  Motion made by Gesler, seconded by Yeomans to approve Resolution 07-19.


Motion carried unanimously


d. 
Resolution 07-20: Authorizing for the Cleaning of City Streets



Motion:  Motion made by Hallman, seconded by Yeomans to approve Resolution 07-20.



Motion carried unanimously

e.
Resolution 07-21: Authorizing Stake Survey of Hall Street Right-of-Way



Motion:  Motion made by Robinson, seconded by Gesler to approve Resolution 07-21.



Motion carried unanimously
f. Resolution 07-22:  Providing for Maintenance Agreement of Water Tower Cathodic Protection


Motion:  Motion made by Robinson, seconded by Yeomans to approve Resolution 07-22.



Motion carried unanimously

g. Budget Amendments:  Acceptance of budget amendments as presented in April Clerk’s Report 

Motion:  Motion made by Yeomans, seconded by Gesler to amend FY 2006-07 budget as presented in the April 2007 
Clerk’s Report.



Motion carried unanimously

h. Discussion of FY 2007-08 Proposed Budget

Commissioners expressed an interest in obtaining more information on the water and sewer rates charged by other 
local cities before determining rate increases for FY 2007-08.

Commissioner Gesler asked about any specific plans for road patching.

i. Setting Date/Time/Location of Official Public Budget Hearing

By consensus the Commission decided to hold the Official Public Budget Hearing immediately following the 
Downtown Development Authority Establishment Public Hearing scheduled for Monday, June 18, 2007 at 6:30pm.  
The regularly scheduled City Commission meeting will immediately follow the Official Public Budget Hearing.

j. Resolution07-23:  Creation of the City of Grant Downtown Development Authority


Motion:  Motion made by Gesler, seconded by Yeomans to approve Resolution 07-23.



Motion carried unanimously

k. Appointment to fill vacancy on City Commission 

Mayor Fett stated that only one application for appointment to the City Commission was received in more than a 
month the position was vacant.  Cheryl Lake has been serving on the City of Grant Zoning Board of Appeals for a long 
time, and has been a resident for over three years.

City Manager Powell commented the vacancy was listed on the City’s website, and no inquiries were received.


Motion:  Motion made by Yeomans, seconded by Robinson to appoint Cheryl Lake to the City Commission to fill the 
vacancy created by the resignation of Dan Powell.


Motion carried unanimously

l. Selection of Assessor

Mayor Fett stated that a possibility may exist to contract for Assessing services with the Newaygo County Equalization 
Department.  The County’s attorney is looking into the legalities of entering into agreement for this service.  With the 
State of Michigan pushing for collaborative efforts between governmental entities, this could be a win-win 
opportunity.


Motion:  Motion made by Yeomans, seconded by Hallman to table the Assessing Services item until the June meeting.



Motion carried unanimously

m. Resolution 07-24:  Supporting West Michigan’s Longest Yard Sale MDOT Permit Process

City Manager Powell and Assistant City Manager La Fave explained the required permit process for any 
business along M-37 that desires to have a sidewalk sale during this sale event, and that the City would need to pass a 
resolution supporting the idea before any business could even apply for this permit.  The process is administered and 
enforced by MDOT, and the City does not actually give these permits.


Motion:  Motion made by Robinson, seconded by Gesler to approve Resolution 07-24.



Motion carried unanimously

9.
Other Business:  

a.
Discuss the possibility of utilizing city owned well house property for additional uses.

Commissioner Gesler had drawn up a conceptual idea of a sports park for AYSO soccer fields, two baseball fields and a drive to access the property from Blanche Lake Park.  He elaborated on what he would like to see happen of this specific piece of property, which would help to address an existing need in the community.  He explained that the City is required to maintain a fence in a 200’ radius of each wellhead with double barbed wire, and that his plan included this.  He also commented that AYSO has offered to raise the necessary funds to make this happen.


Assistant Manager La Fave explained that he has contacted the Department of Homeland Security as well as DEQ on any possible concerns they might have with this idea.


By consensus, the Commission is eager to look into this idea further.

b. Property owner request for limited burning of downed trees on partially wooded lot.


City Manager Powell explained the request by Todd & Angie Bennett to burn small piles of wood.


Todd Bennett further explained that larger pieces would be given to a relative, but the smaller pieces of wood and 
brush are what they would like permission to burn.


Mayor Fett expressed his concern about setting any type of precedent.

Commissioner Gesler asked if it would be possible to move the brush to the Lee Street right-of-way.


Todd Bennett responded that stumps would also need to be addressed in cleaning the lot.

Motion:  Motion made by Hallman, second by Robinson to allow two or more burn times thru the end of June.  


Commissioner Hallman questioned what containment ability is in place, and was informed of water available at the 
back of the home.


Mayor Fett explained the ideas and concerned behind the creation and adoption of the burning ordinance.


Motion carried unanimously
10.
Information Items/Updates:


Antenna on Water Tower:
City Manager Powell updated the Commission on the progress of Guy Goodmonson starting up a business offering high speed internet to customers, and the possible use of space on the City’s water tower.  He is currently installing an antenna and radio at Grant Tower, which should be running in the next few weeks.  He has a quote from Grant Tower to install his antenna on the City’s water tower, and will attend a Commission meeting in the future.  An interest was expressed by Guy to consider providing the City office with internet service and a percentage of revenues in lieu of a monthly rent.  Mayor Fett expressed a possible interest in providing City residents with a large discount to this service in lieu of charging rent for space on the tower.

City Clean-Up Day 2007:   City Manager Powell informed the Commission that in total over 15,100 lbs of junk was removed from Grant on the May 19 Clean-Up Day.  A-Waste weighed the junk at 14,300 lbs, and a separate individual hauled away over 800 lbs of appliances.  Also, Parkview Cemetery was raked, trees trimmed, and brush hauled away.  We have a record of over 20 volunteers who turned out for this clean-up effort between the two locations, and we greatly appreciate the donation of their time.


Concrete Crushing:  City Manager Powell informed the Commission of the possibility of having the pile of concrete crushed in the future, and conversations pertaining to ownership of the concrete pile.

Wooden Water Tower:  Assistant City Manager La Fave provided a brief update on staff efforts to re-locate the historic wooden water tower to a piece of property in front of the location which it currently sits.  ChoiceOne Bank will let us know what their board decides on our proposal to obtain a small piece of land at little to no cost in exchange for parking lot snow removal over the next 10-15 years.

Streetscape Project:  City Manager Powell and Assistant City Manager La Fave informed the Commission on behind the scenes work staff is working on to ensure the project is successfully implemented without unnecessary problems.

11.
Public Comments:


Commissioner Hallman invited everyone to attend the Michigan History Day at Blanche Lake Park on Friday, May 25, 2007.

Todd Bennett asked about alternative locations for the wooden water tower or caboose.
12.
Adjournment without objection at 8:44pm.
___________________________________


___________________________________

Mayor Terry Fett

  



Sherry Powell, City Clerk









