City Commission Minutes

                                                                                                   April 16, 2007

Grant City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes

April 16, 2007
The regular meeting of the Grant City Commission was held on Monday, April 16, 2007, at the Grant City Offices.

1.
Call to Order: Mayor Terry Fett called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m.  

2.
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
3.
Roll Call: 

PRESENT:


Mayor Terry Fett, Commissioner Mike Gesler, Commissioner Julie Hallman, Commissioner Anne Pickard, Mayor Pro-Tem Harry 
Robinson, and Commissioner Terri Yeomans.

ABSENT:  None 
EXCUSED:  Commissioner Dan Powell
OTHERS PRESENT: 


Sherry Powell – Interim City Manager/Clerk, Doug La Fave-Assistant City Manager, Dan VanBelzen –
Chief of Police, Cheryl 
Lake, Ron Murray, Miguel Hernandez, and Todd Bennett
4.
Approval of the Agenda:  Item 8f (Resignation of Commissioner Powell) added to the agenda


Motion:  Motion made by Yeomans second by Gesler to approve the agenda with the addition.



Motion carried unanimously.

5.
Public Comments:


Miguel Hernandez expressed his frustration concerning his broken water meter that had frozen during the winter.
6.
Consent Agenda:

a-e.
Approval of the Consent Agenda



Motion:  Motion made by Yeomans, second by Gesler to approve the consent agenda.



Motion carried unanimously.

7.
Unfinished Business: 


Assessing and Auditing Bids:  The Commission was updated on the bids received so far.
8.
New Business:


a. 
Resolution 07-13:  Providing for Maintenance Inspection of the Water Tower


Motion:  Motion made by Gesler, seconded by Hallman to approve Resolution 07-13.


Commissioner Gesler questioned if this was required by the DEQ and was informed of this requirement every 5 years.


Motion carried unanimously


b.
Resolution 07-14:  Authorizing the City Manager to enter into a maintenance agreement for the generators serving the 

water and sewer departments.


Motion:  Motion made by Gesler, seconded by Yeomans to approve Resolution 07-14.


Motion carried unanimously


c.
Resolution 07-15:  A Resolution acknowledging an act of Heroism.


Motion:  Motion made by Gesler, seconded by Hallman to approve Resolution 07-15.


Commissioner Hallman commented that it was nice to see some good publicity for Grant.


Motion carried unanimously


d. 
Sanitary Sewer Problems between Jim Ingell and Ron Murray as well as a separate problem involving the property on 

Commerce Street owned by Lester Jorgensen’s mother.  


City Manager Powell explained the history of the problem involving Jim Ingell replacing his private sewer line in the 

area which Ron Murray utilizes a drive to his property.  Jim Ingell requested the Commission consider reimbursement 

$400 for materials he paid for to restore the City’s right-of-way where his sewer line runs.  The Commission discussed 

that every drive crosses over the City right-of-way, and that the City cannot be held responsible for another individual 

getting stuck in a drive which happens to be located over a private sanitary sewer line.  The Commission took no action 

after establishing there was no liability involving the City.  



Mayor Fett commented to Ron Murray that this is an unfortunate civil matter involving him and Jim Ingell. 


A request made by Lester Jorgensen was for reimbursement for his time spent cleaning out his mother’s private sewer 

line.  He thought the City’s DPW crew caused debris to enter his mother’s private line from the City’s main.  


City Manager Powell informed the Commission of conversations with John LaPree and Shawn Botsford stating the 

problem with that line is solely due to the line’s overall lack of use.  They said the annual maintenance they were doing 

may have been coincidental, but had nothing to do with the sewer back-up problem.  The Commission took no action as 

there was no liability involving the City.  


e.
Discussion of the need to create a Business Improvement District with the ultimate goal of establishing a DDA.


City Manager Powell explained the need to levy special assessments against the properties along M-37 and Main Street 

which would have a direct benefit to get the new streetscape implemented.  One way of handling the special 


assessment would be to create a BID District.  The ultimate goal is to create a Downtown Development Authority, which 

is capable of creating a Tax Increment Finance (TIF) plan.  This would allow the DDA to establish a base year, and then 

collect on the increment increase in taxable value each year thereafter.  The TIF would allow the DDA to capture these 

increments for all other entities on the normal tax bill, with the exception of the Grant Public Schools and the State Ed.


Mayor Fett asked if a timeline could be written out for the Commission which shows the steps needed in establishing a 

BID District as well as those needed to establish a DDA.



City Manager Powell offered to create such a timeline and send it via e-mail to the Commission for perusal.


The Commission agreed to move forward with the process by consensus. 

f.
Acceptance of Resignation from Commissioner Powell after 9 ½ years of service.


Motion:  Motion made by Pickard, seconded by Robinson to accept the resignation.



Commissioner Pickard stated that she enjoyed having Powell on the Commission because he always kept everyone well 

informed.


Motion carried unanimously

9.
Other Business:  


None

10.
Information Items/Updates:


City Manager Powell informed the Commission that Guy Goodmonson from Ashland Township had contacted City staff inquiring about the possibility of leasing space on top of the water tower.  Guy is interested in starting up a business and offering high speed internet to customers, many of whom currently are not able to get the service elsewhere.  The Commission was interested in pursuing further discussions.

Commissioner Gesler asked about the possibility of AYSO raising money for moving the park area at the end of Lee Street closer to the top of the Recreation Plan.  He said the existing fields are currently located on school property, and they should be moved to a better location.

Discussion followed regarding the specific piece of property in question, as well as some of the obstacles the City would have to address before any park or soccer fields could be built.  The property currently has a great deal of wet areas.  The Blanche Lake Park area was also discussed, although it was determined not enough room currently exists for 5 or 6 soccer fields in that park.

11.
Public Comments:


Miguel Hernandez commented again about his frustrations pertaining to his frozen water meter, and expressed his opinion that AYSO does not need more than 5 fields.

Todd Bennett expressed concern about the streetscape and his opinion that the City should take care of the streets we currently have.
12.
Adjournment without objection at 7:55pm.
___________________________________


___________________________________

Mayor Terry Fett

  



Sherry Powell, City Clerk









