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	Community Center Renovations Completed
Renovations at the Grant Community Center have now been completed. Thank you to the Fremont Area Community Foundation who looked favorably upon our $130,000 grant request to replace the leaky roof, enclose the front of the building near the restrooms, renovate the outdated kitchen, install new windows, raise the ceiling back to its original height, add new insulation, upgrade to a more modern heating and cooling system, install a handicap-accessible ramp, install new energy efficient lights, and remediate the start of a mold problem in the basement. It should also be noted that because of all these new upgrades the city has already seen a reduction in monthly utility rates, which is very important in these tough economic times.
Now that these renovations are completed the facility is available for rent. Rental information as well as additional pictures can be found on the city’s website. www.cityofgrantmi.com. Click on the Community Center tab on the left side of the screen.
May 4th School Election
The May 4th 2010 ballot includes two 4-year terms on the Board of Education. In the running for these seats are both incumbents, Jon Chase and Paul D. Roberts. Voters are also being asked to vote on the Operating Millage Renewal. Polls are open at the Grant Municipal Offices, 280 South Maple from 7:00AM to 8:00PM. The last day to register for this election is April 5th 2010 and you may do so at www.michigan.gov/vote
2010 U.S. Census

Please remember to fill out and return your U.S. Census form when you receive it in the mail. The count affects how state and federal funds are distributed and is very important to our community.

	Credit/Debit Card Payments Available

The City has expanded payment options for property taxes as well as water and sewer billing.  Residents and property owners now have the option to pay with credit or debit cards online via the City website: www.cityofgrantmi.com as well as via the phone.  The company processing the payments will charge a fee of $5.95 for utility payments and 3% for tax payments.  To use this service simply go to the city’s website and click on the online payment tab, you can go directly to www.officialpayments.com  or by phone  1-800-272-829
Our Jurisdiction Code is 7124.  

You can pay by:

· Visa, MasterCard, American Express & Discover credit and debit cards.

· Electronic Check

If you have any questions, please contact the city office.

______________________________________________________________
In Memoriam

Long time City Commissioner Harry Robinson passed away on January 29, 2010. Harry served on the Commission as a Commissioner and Mayor Pro Tem for over 20 years. Harry lived a life dedicated to his country and community as a U.S. Army Veteran as well as serving on the City Commission, City Planning Commission, and the Newaygo County Planning Commission. Harry will be deeply missed by all who were so fortunate to have known and served with him.
Grant Police Department - Neighborhood Watch Program

The Grant Police Department will be starting a Neighborhood Watch Program on July 1st. The program goal is to create a proactive relationship between citizens concerns and the department. Meetings will be held monthly at the Community Center. As the program rolls out more information will be posted on the city’s website. If you have interest in participating or have questions/comments please contact Chief VanBelezen at 834-7212.

Street Sweeping this Month

In order to provide clean and safe city streets, Grant DPW workers will continue Street Sweeping this month. MDOT will also be cleaning up M-37. Therefore we ask that any property owners along M-37 to be sure to sweep their sidewalks and to sweep the debris just off the edge of the curb. Watch for updates on the city’s website, as we will post information as soon as MDOT schedules a day.

	FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
For questions, please call the Grant DPW at 231-834-7462

	Swimming Pools

Ordinance #53 Section 303.1
Private Swimming Pools: All pools must have a minimum 5ft. fence around them; this includes the small inflatable pools as well. Ordinance #53 is important for the safety of our young city residents.
___________________________________________________________
Property Maintenance  

Ordinance #53 Section 302.4 regulates the mowing of grass and weeds.  Please be sure to maintain all of your lawns this mowing season.  The City will send a warning notice only once for the season. After a notice has been sent and if there is not compliance, the City will mow the property and bill for the work.

In addition to Ordinance #15-1, Ordinance #53 also regulates rubbish, garbage and other items. So please be sure to keep your yard in good clean condition.
__________________________________________________________
DPW Installing New Equipment
The Grant DPW has been installing new Sensus Radio Read equipment in place of current water meter touch read pads. This will allow workers to electronically and remotely read the water/sewer usage of your home or place of business from the street. Such actions will save time and money but also will allow workers to quickly locate costly leaks in the system. This equipment is property of the City of Grant and under penalty of law cannot be tampered with.
City of Grant Vacancies
The City of Grant currently has three vacant positions that are in need of filling. One vacancy is on the City Commission and the other two are within the City Planning Commission. Please contact Mayor Terry Fett if you are interested in serving your community.

Notice of Public Meetings:

April 19, 2010

May 17, 2010

June 21, 2010

July 19, 2010
City of Grant Regular Commission Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 PM

280 South Maple Street, Grant, MI 49327


	DPW to Resume Brush Pick Up
Brush and bagged leaves will be picked up beginning April 1st. However only leaves bagged in biodegradable paper bags will be picked up. The city has encouraged local stores to stock these bags for your convenience. 

Pick up of yard waste will occur on the 1st and the 15th of each month.  Please do not place your yard waste at the curb after they do pick-up on your street, because it will not get picked up until the next scheduled pick-up. However, if the DPW crew misses your yard waste, please contact them as soon as possible.  Size and weight restrictions are strictly enforced, 50 pounds and 4 foot sections for branches.  Also as a reminder, do not place any yard waste at the curb more than 1-2 days before the scheduled pick-up. If the regular pick-up falls on a Saturday or a Sunday, it will be moved to Monday.

______________________________________________________________________________
2010 City Wide Clean Up

The City of Grant will hold its annual City spring clean-up day Saturday, May 15th. The City encourages residents to get involved by volunteering! Volunteers will be meeting at the Parkview Cemetery in two different shifts, the 1st shift from 10:00AM - 1:00 PM and the 2nd shift from 12:00PM - 3:00PM.  Pizza and beverages will be served to our volunteers working a full shift at noon at the cemetery entrance.  The City previously brought in dumpsters to dispose junk during the annual clean-up day.  However, due to increasing budget constraints year after year, this is no longer possible. If we are able to collaborate with an adjacent township or two in the future, we can then apply for grant funding to once again have dumpsters available.  Please contact the City Office at 834-7904 if you have any questions.
Some Local Ordinances to be Aware of:

Ordinance #44 Prohibits loud noise generated by radios or other sound amplification devices. The PD is patrolling to ensure there are no violations of this ordinance on a daily basis, and you may end up with a rather large ticket if your music is too loud!

Ordinance #15-1 Our local junk ordinance prohibits unlicensed and nonfunctioning vehicles in the city limits, unless they are located in full-enclosed areas of your property.  These vehicles may be impounded by the PD any time they are deemed to be in violation. This also pertains to other cluttered materials that may be present.  

Ordinance #15-2 An ordinance regulating nuisances prohibits the allowing of dogs or birds to make long continued noises that shall disturb the comfort of any person.
Ordinance #37-2 (New as Amended) allows for a permit to burn for $20.  Please review the ordinance or contact the City Offices before partaking in any burning.

Ordinance #52 Sanitary Sewer Use, declares that sewer laterals are the responsibility of the property owner. It’s very common for roots to grow into lines. Therefore we recommended that you purchase root killing products to make sure a back up does not occur.
All City Ordinances are available on our website.








