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	 Another Successful Frontier Festival
August 21st and 22nd was the 6th Annual Frontier Festival.  Even with the intermittent rain showers they had a great turn out, and it was a huge success.
 2009 Frontier Festival Events Included: 
· Arts & Crafts Show   

· Kids Activities 
· 50/50 Raffle Saturday Night 

· Live Entertainment - Friday & Saturday Nights 

· Talent Show 
· Chili Cook-Off 
· Car Show 

· Tractor Show 

· Huge Parade 

· Texas Hold-Em Tournament 

· Horseshoe Tournament 
· 5k Run 

· Antique Pedal Tractor Pull 

· Beverage Tent
The Grant Area Chamber of Commerce is already working on next year’s event.  
____________________________________________________________
Streetscape

The streetscape will be wrapped up by the beginning of November.  City staff has worked hard over the past few years to get grants to fund the project.  No special assessments or additional taxes were raised for the project.  The finished project will include decorative street lighting (LED lights), trees, benches, new sidewalks with decorative concrete. For the rumors going on around town, East and West Main St. WILL NOT be one-way.  The prints are available to be viewed at any time at the City Office.  The finished product will help enhance our beautification efforts in the M-37 and Main St. corridor.   The City would like to thank you for all your patience during the construction.    
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	Credit/Debit Card Payments Now Available
The City has expanded payment options for property taxes as well as water and sewer billing.  Residents and property owners now have the option to pay with credit or debit cards online via the City website: www.cityofgrantmi.com as well as via the phone.  The company processing the payments will charge a fee of $5.95 for utility payments and 3% for tax payments.  To use this service simply go to the city’s website and click on the online payment tab, you can go directly to www.officialpayments.com  or by phone      1-800-2PAY-TAX.  
Our Jurisdiction Code is 7124.  

You can pay by:
· Visa, MasterCard, American Express & Discover credit and debit cards.

· Electronic Check

If you have any questions, please contact the city office.

____________________________________________________________________________

Student Interns
The City has been fortunate to have two student interns this year.  Megan Gort will be working with the police department and Kasey Jernberg is working with the administrative staff.
Megan Gort is a senior at Grant High School.  She is duel enrolled in Criminal Justice at Westshore Community College.  After graduation she plans to attend a four year college to study for a RN degree along with an associate degree in Forensic Pathology.
Kasey Jernberg is also a senior at Grant High School.  He is excited to work in the city offices as he plans to attend Grand Valley State University to study Public Administration.

Winter Reminder
During the winter months we always get a few calls about water meters freezing.  Please check your pipes and meters to be sure they are properly insulated and kept above freezing.

	FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
For questions, please call the Grant DPW at 231-834-7462

	USDA Sewer Project

The City closed on the sewer project recently which helped bring $1.14 million in grant funding along with $1.72 million in low interest bonds from the United States Department of Agriculture-Rural Development for much needed wastewater system improvements.  The City’s capacity will go up from a maxed out capacity currently of 100,000 gallons a day to 130,000.  The project will also help address some of the City’s aging infrastructure, which dates back to 1958.  Construction is scheduled to begin in October, with sewer improvements completed this fall.  The plant itself will see construction continue into next summer.

___________________________________________________________
Monthly vs. Quarterly

The city is currently considering changing the water/sewer billing from quarterly to monthly.  We are hoping a change would help our residents better budget for their bills and it would also help to detect any problems with leaks.  Enclosed in the water/sewer bill is a quick survey for you to fill out.  You may send it with your payment or drop it off at the city offices.
Water Main Flushing
Throughout the month of October and into early November, the City of Grant water department will be conducting flushings of the water mains.  At times these flushings cause sediments to discolor the water.  This occurrence is referred to as ‘rusty water’.  City residents are asked to run their water for several seconds prior to use to minimize the chance of consumption and to ensure the water is suitable for household uses.  Questions pertaining to hydrant flushing should be directed to the Department of Public Works by calling (231)834-7462.  We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your patience.
____________________________________________________________
 Notice of Public Meetings:

October 19, 2009
November 16, 2009
December 21, 2009
January 18, 2010
City of Grant Regular Commission Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 PM

280 South Maple Street, Grant, MI 49327



	Snow Plow Permits
The City requires that snow plow permits be obtained for snow plowing within the City limits.  Permits are $25 and are available at the City Offices.  It is important to note that if you are plowing your own driveway or a family member’s driveway without compensation you do not need a permit.  If you are a business hiring a plow company, please direct them to the City Office for a permit.
Some Local Ordinances to be Aware of:
Ordinance #44 Prohibits loud noise generated by radios or other sound amplification devices.  Our PD is patrolling to ensure there are no violations of this ordinance on a daily basis, and you may end up with a rather large ticket if your music is too loud!

Ordinance #15-1 Our local junk ordinance prohibits unlicensed and nonfunctioning vehicles in the city limits, unless they are located in full-enclosed areas of your property.  These vehicles may be impounded by our PD any time they are deemed to be in violation. This also pertains to other cluttered materials that may be present.  

Ordinance #15-2 An ordinance regulating nuisances prohibits the allowing of dogs or birds to make long continued noises that shall disturb the comfort of any person.
Ordinance #37-2 (New as Amended) allows for a permit to burn for $20.  Please review the ordinance or contact the City Offices before partaking in any burning.

All City Ordinances are available on our website:

www.cityofgrantmi.com
___________________________________________________________________________
Brush & Yard Waste Pick-up
Brush and bagged leaves are picked up by the DPW on the 1st and the 15th of each month from April 1 until November 1.  Only leaves bagged in biodegradable paper bags will be picked up.  The city has encouraged local stores to stock these bags for your convenience. 
As a reminder, please do not place any brush or yard waste at the curb for pick-up more than 1-2 days before the next scheduled pick-up.  If the regular pick-up day falls on a Saturday or a Sunday, it will be moved to Monday.  If you have missed the scheduled pick-up, please be patient and plan ahead for yard waste pick-up at the next scheduled pick-up day.

___________________________________________________________________________
Sidewalks

City Charter: Chapter 3.1(e): Compels all persons to keep sidewalks which are in the area of streets immediately adjacent to the premises owned, controlled, or occupied, free from anything which obstructs them…that may be hazardous to the public health or safety…    So please remember to clear snow from your sidewalks this winter. 

___________________________________________________________________________
Winter Parking Restrictions

Please remember that there are parking restrictions for snow removal between November 15 and April 15.  No vehicles may be parked on City streets from 2am to 6am. 


HALLOWEEN TRICK OR TREAT


Trick or treating will be Saturday October 31, 2009, from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm within the city limits








