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	4th Annual City Clean-Up Day Is Complete
Friday, May 15, 2009, three volunteers worked to clean up Parkview Cemetery from 10:00am until 3:00pm. This portion of the clean-up event was separated from the regular clean-up day to allow for more participation by those individuals that cannot usually attend a Saturday event.   During the clean up event on Saturday, May 16, 2009, we removed over 2,560 pounds of metal recyclables, and 3.7 tons of junk (7,400 lbs) between 10am and 2pm.  We expected the dumpsters to be full by 1:00pm, but Shawn from the DPW was able to create a little extra room by crushing the contents with the backhoe.  
Code Enforcement

In order to keep our city a pleasant place to live, the City of Grant now has a Code Enforcement Officer.  The duties of the officer will be to regularly inspect properties for code violations.  When a violation is discovered a letter will be sent to property owner explaining the violation and remedy required.  If the violation is not corrected in the time required, the city will remedy the situation and a bill will be sent to property owner.  For more info see Ordinance No. 53 “City of Grant Property Maintenance Code” on the city website.
____________________________________________________________
Skatepark Rebuild Is Complete
The City of Grant received a generous grant to rebuild the original wooden structure beneath the skate ramps with a steel structure.  This will help with safety concerns as well as provide a stronger structure that is easier to care for in regards to maintenance.  A special thanks to the Fremont Area Community Foundation which made this project possible, thank you to Milt Barr of Grant Welding for the wonderful job he has done re-constructing the ramps out of steel and  thank you to Detail Painting for getting the park painted in time for our rededication.

	Thank You
The City of Grant would like to thank all of the donors and volunteers who made the Water Tower Park and new, “Ryan Benson Memorial Skate Park” possible.  The City would like to thank the major contributors: The Fremont Area Community Foundation, Rich and Julie Ulrich and Staff from Detail Painting, Great Lakes Energy, Milt Barr-Grant Welding, The Grant Area Chamber of Commerce, Wilbur-Ellis, Ryzebol Dairy, Grant Lion’s Club, Choice One Bank, Scott VanSingel, Phil Jonassen, Tom William’s Builders, Jeannete Mansfield and all of the other donors and volunteers that made this wonderful community projects possible.  Without all of the community support and help, these projects would not have been possible.  Thank you!!!!!
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Check out a state-of-the-art surveillance camera and the newly rebuilt park.  Enter 97.86.64.5 in the address line of your browser, the username is 'Public' and the password is 'Public', and you will need to allow "ActiveX controls" for the viewer to display properly.  Although you will not be able to maneuver the camera, you can see what City officials and the Grant Police Department are always keeping an eye on.  Residents and visitors who observe inappropriate activity are encouraged to contact the Grant Police Department with the day and exact time of any incident.  We are regularly monitoring park activity, but do appreciate your assistance.  Park users should be reminded to always use trash receptacles or they will get a ticket for littering.  Park users should also read and abide by the posted rules and encourage others to do the same.  This park is family-oriented and was designed for all users to enjoy.


	FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
For questions, please call the Grant DPW at 231-834-7462

	Sewer Upgrades

There has been a short delay in this project at the State level.  It is still anticipated to begin this year.
___________________________________________________________
Streetscape Enhancement Project Update

The streetscape is moving forward.  Construction is scheduled to begin in August.
_____________________________________________
Sewer Laterals

The City has worked hard to proactively help residents understand that maintenance of sewer laterals is the responsibility of homeowners.  It is very common for roots to grow into lines and cause obstructions.  It is HIGHLY recommended that residents purchase root killing products from local hardware stores to make sure that a sewer back-up does not occur.  Staff will refer to this newsletter as notice to all sewer customers.
____________________________________________________________
Tree Planting Ceremony
On Monday, April 20, Sen. Van Woerkom participated in a tree planting ceremony along with the Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association as part of the group’s “Plant Michigan Green Initiative.”  Held during the week of Earth Day, the ceremony was to promote how plants can contribute to keeping Michigan’s environment healthy.  Five trees were donated to the city.  Four were planted at the Community Center and the fifth was planted at Water Tower Park.
6th Annual Frontier Festival 

Mark your calendars for the 6th Annual Frontier Festival Friday August 21 & Saturday August 22, 2009.  For a schedule of events see the chamber website www.grantareachamber.com.  The Chamber of Commerce has requested to close several roads on Saturday, August 22 from 1:55pm to 2:55pm for the parade.  Homes along East State, Lake, Brink, Commerce, and Elder will be affected by this closure.  Additionally, businesses along M-37 and East Main Street will be affected by the parade route.  Residents and businesses are encouraged to plan accordingly to avoid difficulty in getting to or from homes and businesses along this route.
____________________________________________________________
 Notice of Public Meetings:

October 19, 2009
November 16, 2009
December 21, 2009
January 18, 2010
City of Grant Regular Commission Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 PM
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	Online Payments Coming Soon
The City will be expanding payment options for property taxes as well as water and sewer billing.  In a few months residents and property owners will have the option of paying with credit and debit cards online via the City website: www.cityofgrantmi.com as well as via the phone.  The company processing the payments will charge a fee of $5.95 for utility payments and 3% for tax payments.
Some Local Ordinances to be Aware of:
Ordinance #44 prohibits loud noise generated by radios or other sound amplification devices.  Our PD is patrolling to ensure there are no violations of this ordinance on a daily basis, and you may end up with a rather large ticket if your music is too loud!

Ordinance #15-1 our local junk ordinance prohibits unlicensed and nonfunctioning vehicles in the city limits, unless they are located in full-enclosed areas of your property.  These vehicles may be impounded by our PD any time they are deemed to be in violation. This also pertains to other cluttered materials that may be present.  

Ordinance #37-2 (New as Amended) allows for a permit to burn for $20.  Please review the ordinance or contact the City Offices before partaking in any burning.

Ordinance #53-302.4 Weeds.  All Premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant growth in excess of 10 inches.  All noxious weeds shall be prohibited.  Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual plants and vegetation, other than trees or shrubs provided; however, this term shall not include cultivated flowers and gardens as well as wooded or forested lots.
Ordinance # 53-303 Swimming Pools, Spas & Hot Tubs.  Private swimming pools, hot tubs and spas, containing water more than 24 inches in depth shall be completely surrounded by a fence or barrier at least 48 inches in height.

All City Ordinances are available on our website:

www.cityofgrantmi.com
___________________________________________________________________________
Brush & Yard Waste Pick-up
Brush and bagged leaves are picked up by the DPW from April 1 until November 1 each year.  Beginning May 1 only leaves bagged in biodegradable paper bags will be picked up.   The City of Grant is doing our part to be environmentally friendly.  The city has encouraged local stores to stock these bags for your convenience. 
The DPW crew will continue to pick up yard waste on the 1st and the 15th of each month.  Please do not place your brush and leaves at the curb after they do pick-up on your street, because it will not get picked up until the next scheduled pick-up, and you could receive a fine.  However, if the DPW crew misses your yard waste, please contact them as soon as possible at 834-7462.  Size and weight restrictions are strictly enforced, so please contact the DPW if you have any questions.

As a reminder, please do not place any brush or yard waste at the curb for pick-up more than 1-2 days before the next scheduled pick-up.  If the regular pick-up day falls on a Saturday or a Sunday, it will be moved to Monday.  If you have missed the scheduled pick-up, please be patient and plan ahead for yard waste pick-up at the next scheduled pick-up day.




