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	City Wide Clean-up
Saturday May 16, 2009

10:00 – 2:00

At the completion of last years FREE one day annual clean-up event, we filled 3 thirty-yard dumpsters with over 11.5 tons of junk, and a metal recyclables dumpster with just over 2.5 tons of metal.  City staff volunteered the entire time to assist residents when needed, and we were trilled to see so many individuals take advantage of this opportunity to clean up their property.  We also had several City staff and elected officials volunteering to help out in annual clean-up efforts at Parkview Cemetery by raking leaves and trimming/removal of small tree limbs and debris.  The Fremont Area Community Foundation awarded a generous grant which covered 80% of the cost of the annual event.
As we plan for the May 2009 clean-up day, we are once again looking for volunteers.  If you are interested in volunteering for this years event, please contact the City Offices at 834-7904 or e-mail Sherry at spowell@cityofgrantmi.com to let us know.  We would love to see you there.  Students looking for community service hours to meet high school graduation requirements are encouraged to participate.  Lunch and refreshments are provided for volunteers that are present for the majority of the clean-up event.
May 5 School Election
The City will conduct an election for the Grant Public Schools on Tuesday, May 5, 2009.  Grant Public Schools has one Board member position on the ballot and is asking voters to consider the renewal of the Operating Millage Proposal.  
For information on the proposal, candidates or requirements for the election go www.countyofnewaygo.com.  From there enter the clerks department then click on Election/Elected Officials on the right side of page.

	Water Tower Park
The Historic Wooden Water Tower is now home at Water Tower Park.  Phil Jonassen Structural Movers moved this historic structure flawlessly, and Milt Barr from Grant Welding welded the structure down to the new footings.  This wonderful project would not be possible without the generous grant funding from the Fremont Area Community Foundation and many generous donations.
Tom Williams Builders has completed the restoration of the structure’s roof, and the donor plaque has already arrived for installation in the spring.  Although you cannot see it now, the grass has filled in, the landscaping is complete, and the picnic tables have been installed.  The caboose received a fresh coat of paint, and the City staff is attempting to restore it to its original colors and overall appearance.  The Chessie System logo was painted on separately, and the windows will have to wait until spring for finishing touches.
The Water Tower Park project files have just been closed, and the City of Grant taxpayer dollars spent on this project is $132.00. 

 ____________________________________________________________

Community Center Renovation
The City of Grant was able to secure a grant for the Grant Community Center in the amount of $130,000 from the Fremont Area Community Foundation!  Improvements to the Community Center will include a new roof, better handicap accessibility, kitchen upgrade, heating and cooling and energy efficiency upgrades.   Now this community treasure can be saved for the enjoyment by generations to come!  The Foundation has selected Jeffrey Parker Architects to handle the architectural renderings, specification, and bids for the work to be done by this fall.

	FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
For questions, please call the Grant DPW at 231-834-7462

	Sewer Upgrades

The City is moving forward with repairing the sewer plant and collection system to help prepare for the next 20-30 years.  The City has been awarded a 1.14 million dollar grant from the Federal Government (USDA-Rural Development) to help towards the estimated 2 million dollar project.  The project will go out for bid in April and construction beginning possibly in May.
____________________________________________
Streetscape Enhancement Project Update
The streetscape is moving forward.  The City has sent letters and plans to every property owner affected, showing the improvements planned for their property, and minor modifications have been made upon request.  There will be notices of design workshops in the future for all to add input.  We anticipate construction to begin in July.
______________________________________________

Sewer Laterals

The City has worked hard to be proactively help residents understand that maintenance of sewer laterals are the responsibility of homeowners.  It is very common for roots to grow into lines and cause obstructions.  It is HIGHLY recommended that residents purchase root killing products from local hardware stores to make sure that a sewer back-up does not occur.  Staff will refer to this newsletter as notice to all sewer customers.
____________________________________________

Streetsweeping
The City is working with the City of Fremont to sweep the streets this spring.   With our next Fiscal Year in July we are budgeting to purchase an attachment sweeper for our new Holder Equipment.   
New Holder Equipment
The DPW has a new piece of equipment.  It is a Holder, which is commercial equipment for municipal services.  We purchased this from the Village of Kingsley, and have since purchased a snow blower attachment for snow removal on sidewalks.  Our DPW employees cleaned out the junk scrap metal from the DPW complex and from City owned property on Lee Street.  The sale of this metal along with lease money from Alltel was enough to purchase this equipment.
____________________________________________

 Notice of Public Meetings:

April 20, 2009
May 18, 2009
June 15, 2009

July 20, 2009
City of Grant Regular Commission Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 PM

280 South Maple Street, Grant, MI 49327


	Alltel Tower
The new Alltel tower is still in the plans to be built on 2009.  With the purchase of Alltel by Verizon Wireless all new sites are on hold until Verizon Wireless/Alltel get reorganized.  
________________________________________________________
Some Local Ordinances to be Aware of:
Ordinance #44 prohibits loud noise generated by radios or other sound amplification devices.  Our PD is patrolling for violations of this ordinance on a daily basis, and you may end up with a rather large ticket if your music is too loud!

Ordinance #15-1 our local junk ordinance prohibits unlicensed and nonfunctioning vehicles in the city limits, unless they are located in full-enclosed areas of your property.  These vehicles may be impounded by our PD any time they are deemed to be in violation. This also pertains to other cluttered materials that may be present.  Please remember to also remove trash cans from the right-of-way after garbage is picked-up.
Ordinance #37-2 (New as Amended) allows for a permit to burn for $20.  Please review the ordinance or contact the City Offices before partaking in any burning.
All City Ordinances are available on our website:

www.cityofgrantmi.com
A-Waste-City Trash Service
Please remember to place your trash bags or containers out early on trash day to make sure that it gets picked up.  Trash will not be picked up if it is not out in time!
Also, please be sure to get your trash container removed from the side of the road as soon as possible after pick up.  With the amount of snow we have gotten it is difficult for the City plows to miss them when they are clearing snow.

________________________________________________________
Brush & Yard Waste Pick-up
Brush and bagged leaves are picked up by the DPW from April 1 until November 1 each year.  For the month of April our crews will still accept plastic bags.  Beginning May 1 only leaves bagged in biodegradable paper bags will be picked up.   The City of Grant is doing our part to be environmentally friendly.  
The DPW crew will continue to pick up yard waste on the 1st and the 15th of each month.  Please do not place your brush and leaves at the curb after they do pick-up on your street, because it will not get picked up until the next scheduled pick-up, and you could receive a fine.  However, if the DPW crew misses your yard waste, please contact them as soon as possible at 834-7462.  Size and weight restrictions are strictly enforced, so please contact the DPW if you have any questions.
As a reminder, please do not place any brush or yard waste at the curb for pick-up more than 1-2 days before the next scheduled pick-up.  If the regular pick-up day falls on a Saturday or a Sunday, it will be moved to Monday.  If you have missed the scheduled pick-up, please be patient and plan ahead for yard waste pick-up at the next scheduled pick-up day.


