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	Our Historic Wooden Water Tower will be moved to it’s new, permanent home before fall!  The Tower is listed on the Michigan Registry of Historic Places, and is planned to be added to the National Registry within the next year.  We are thrilled to finally be able to have a marker placed, as well as the ability to finally maintain this wonderful piece of local history!


	 Streetscape Enhancement Project Update             Downtown Development Authority


	In our April 1st Newsletter, we mentioned that we were aggressively pursuing grant funding to allow us to implement the Streetscape conceptual plan designed for the City in 2002.  On April 11th, City staff had a wonderful opportunity to make a presentation to the Fremont Area Community Foundation Board.  This was requested for us to show why the City of Grant was asking for $125,000.  We are thrilled that the Fremont Area Community Foundation recognized the need and gave us the grant!  The grant was approved contingent upon two things.  First, we must successfully obtain the larger MDOT grant, which will be in the area of about $457,000.  The second contingency is that local businesses must also contribute a small portion of the cost of the project.  Since the Streetscape Enhancement Project will only benefit businesses located on M-37 and Main Street, only those businesses which will receive the ‘facelift’ would be expected to contribute to the cost of the project.  The cost we are looking at is approximately $3.75 per linear foot of property along M-37, and $4.75 per linear foot of property along Main Street.  This means for example, WESCO owns 116.5’ along M-37 in an area the Streetscape will be located.  At $3.75 per linear foot, they would contribute $436.88 total for their direct benefit from the project.  Another example we can use is Grant Video & Tanning.  Since they are on the corner of M-37 & east Main Street, they would contribute $337.50 for the portion on M-37 and $247.00 for the portion on Main Street.
This beautification project will add green space to areas currently blacktopped, and many new street lights, trees, stamped concrete sidewalks, benches, and trash receptacles.  This great project will definitely change the overall image of Grant, and will show potential investors that property owners and public officials are willing to make this important investment.  
	People all around town are asking “What’s a DDA?”, and we are thrilled to tell you all about it!  The purpose of creating a Downtown Development Authority is to prevent deterioration and promote economic growth within a business district by developing, adopting, and implementing plans for new and re-development.  In order to create a DDA, the City Commission determined that the general property values have been and still are deteriorating, and that the City needs to eliminate the causes of deterioration.  The Commission held a public hearing on the establishment of a DDA and the proposed boundary district at a special meeting on June 18, 2007.  It was wonderful to see so many business representatives and even several residents who showed up to ask some great questions.  Most questions pertained to property taxes, and if their taxes would go up.  We explained that PA 197 of 1975 allowed for the creation of the Downtown Development Authority, as well as the capture of incremental value increases on properties within the boundary district.  The funds captured would be essentially ‘given up’ to the DDA, where they could be used to maintain the new Streetscape planned for the downtown.  After the DDA Governing Board is appointed, they will have the fun job in creating the ‘Development and Finance Plan.’  They will be given the important task of brainstorming and asked to dream big about the many improvement projects that could be done within the boundary district.  Then they look at the captured revenues and figure out the Finance Plan.  The final Development and Finance Plan is then submitted to the City Commission as well as the Newaygo County Board of Commissioners for final approval.  Once approved, the DDA Governing Board can begin implementing these plans in phases, with the most noticeable aspect in maintaining the new grass, trees, landscaping, and trash receptacles in the Streetscape.  
The City Commission will be looking for a dedicated group of business owners willing to serve on the DDA Governing Board.  Please visit us on the web or stop by the City Office for an ‘Application for Appointment to DDA Board.’

	FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS


	Mowing Season!

Did you know that there is an ordinance in effect that requires owners/occupiers of residences and businesses to mow their lawns, trim weeds and brush, and maintain their property in a manner that does not become a nuisance to the neighbors?

The City has the ability to mow any lawn, trim weeds, haul excess brush, and otherwise maintain any properties that are not being maintained in accordance with City Ordinances.

We want our City to look good, and we also want your property values to go up.  Many property owners were frustrated and concerned when their 2007 taxable value (what you are taxed on) increased, only to see their state equalized value (what the property is actually worth) decrease.  Most of all, we want a comfortable, inviting community that we can all be proud of.
	Brush Pick-up

The City of Grant offers brush pickup to residents on the 1st and 15th day of each month during the normal lawn/yard maintenance seasons.  Here are some rules that must be followed when taking advantage of this great city service:

· All leaves, grass clippings, mulch, etc. must be bagged.

· Branches must be cut into manageable sizes and bundled (typically lengths not to exceed 4 feet) and not to exceed 25 lbs.).

· Brush and leaves must be placed near the street, between the curb and sidewalk.

· Brush and leaves cannot be put to the street more than 48 hours prior to the scheduled pickup day.

If you are concerned about whether your yard waste meets these requirements, please call the Department of Public Works at 834-7462 or contact them through the City website www.cityofgrantmi.com with questions.



	2007 Spring Cleanup Day Results!
 Over 14,300 lbs of junk and over 800 lbs of appliances were removed from Grant on May 19th.
That's a combined total of over 15,100 lbs!  A special Thank You to our just over 20 volunteers who turned out to make a difference in Grant for this event.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Grant Frontier Festival 2007
The Grant Area Chamber of Commerce is hosting the 4th Annual Grant Frontier Festival on Friday, August 24 and Saturday, August 25, 2007.  During Festival, it is always necessary to close roads for the Saturday afternoon parade as well as the general vicinity of the Festival area.  Front Street will be mostly closed off beginning at 10am on Friday the 24th.  The Grant Police Department has offered to handle all aspects of parade safety and road closures, so please contact Chief VanBelzen or Sgt. Pulaski well in advance if you have any questions or concerns.  We want to ensure our residents and businesses have ample notice to be a part of the planning process.  Businesses affected by road closures are encouraged to contact the Police Department with suggestions for alternate customer parking areas during Festival.
Notice of Public Meetings 
City of Grant Regular Commission Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 PM

280 South Maple Street, Grant, MI 49327

July 16, 2007                  August 20, 2007
September 18, 2006
October 16, 2006

September 17, 2007       October 15, 2007

November 19, 2007      December 17, 2007
January 15, 2007
February 19, 2007


	Some Local Ordinances to be Aware of:

Ordinance #44 prohibits loud noise generated by radios or other sound amplification devices.  Our PD is patrolling for violations of this ordinance on a daily basis, and you may end up with a rather large ticket if your music is too loud!
Our local junk ordinance prohibits unlicensed and nonfunctioning vehicles in the city limits, unless they are located in full-enclosed areas of your property.  These vehicles may be impounded by our PD anytime they are deemed to be in violation.
Ordinance #37-1 allows only limited burning within the city limits.  Please review the ordinance or contact the City Offices before partaking in any burning.
Ordinance #21 prohibits the barking dogs and dogs at large in the City.  If your dog is constantly barking or running freely, you may be ticketed by our Police Department.  This is especially important on Wednesday nights and Tuesday mornings, as our A-Waste truck driver was recently bitten by a resident’s at-large dog!  
All City Ordinances are available on our website:
www.cityofgrantmi.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Grant Area City-Wide Yard Sales
Our sales are always on the Saturday after Labor Day Weekend.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 8th, 2007 for this annual opportunity to get rid of unwanted items.  We hear of individuals traveling from across the State each year to attend our annual sales, so don’t miss out on this opportunity to bring new people to our wonderful community.
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