City Commission Minutes

                                                                                       December 17, 2007

Grant City Commission Regular Meeting Minutes
December 17, 2007
The regular meeting of the Grant City Commission was held on Monday, December 17, 2007, at the City of Grant Offices.

1.
Call to Order: Mayor Terry Fett called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2.
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

3.
Roll Call: 

PRESENT:  Mayor Terry Fett, Commissioner Julie Hallman, Commissioner Eric Irwin, Commissioner Anne 
Pickard, Commissioner Harry Robinson, and Commissioner Terri Yeomans.

OTHERS PRESENT:  Doug La Fave-City Manager, Sherry Powell– Assistant City Manager/Clerk, Lori Gardner – 
Treasurer/Utility Billing Clerk, Dan VanBelzen–Chief of Police, Mitch Rood-new School Liaison Officer, and Holly 
Moon-County Treasurer.

EXCUSED:  Commissioner Cheryl Lake

ABSENT:  None 
4.
Approval of the Agenda


Motion:  Motion made by Yeomans second by Hallman to approve the agenda as presented.



Motion carried unanimously

5.
Public Comment:



None
6.
Consent Agenda:

a-e.
Approval of the Consent Agenda



Motion:  Motion made by Yeomans, second by Irwin to approve the consent agenda.



Motion carried unanimously

7.
Unfinished Business: 

a.
Assessing Services:  Doug informed the Commission that the County is interested in working with us.  Clarifying 

points were made between original request of using a calendar year versus what was decided upon of April 1-March 



31 annually.  We will be paying the County the same rate as currently paid until April 1st.

b.
Annexation:  Doug explained that he is still trying to meet with the Grant Township Supervisor to get the error 


corrected.
8.
New Business:


a. 
Chief of Police Dan VanBelzen introduced Mitch Rood as the new part-time officer who will be the School Liaison 

Officer.
b. Newaygo County Treasurer, Holly Moon discussed the charge backs process.  She also explained her offices are working on becoming more efficient.  She mentioned her office will be working with LOVE Inc and NCCS to provide budgeting workshops for local individuals interested in learning these skills.
c. Resolution 07-62:  Approving partnering with Newaygo County for assessing services.

Motion:  Motion made by Yeomans, seconded by Robinson to approve Resolution 07-62.


Motion carried unanimously

d. Resolution 07-63:  Replacement of rear tires for the DPW backhoe.


Motion:  Motion made by Irwin, seconded by Hallman to approve Resolution 07-63 approving the quote from 
Harry Robinson for $920 with Firestone tires.


Motion carried, with Robinson abstaining
e. Resolution 07-64:  Purchase of a portable water meter reader for the DPW.


Motion:  Motion made by Hallman, seconded by Robinson to approve Resolution 07-64.



Motion carried unanimously

f. Resolution 07-65:  Approving partnering with Grant Public Schools for school liaison officer.


Motion:  Motion made by Hallman, seconded by Pickard to approve Resolution 07-65.



Motion carried unanimously
g. Resolution 07-66:  Permitting the Grant Police Chief to bring a police vehicle home on weekends.


Motion:  Motion made by Yeomans, seconded by Hallman to approve Resolution 07-66.



Motion carried unanimously

h. Resolution 07-67:  Accepting the donation of a taser for the Grant Police Department.


Motion:  Motion made by Irwin, seconded by Pickard to approve Resolution 07-67.



Motion carried unanimously

9.
Other Business:  

a.
DPW:  With many aesthetic changes and improvements coming over the next year, some changes in responsibilities may be needed and should be looked at.  Rather than replacing the former year-round part-time employee, two seasonal part-time employees would be more effective to ensure the added work is done regularly.  A Committee to include all office staff, Julie Hallman, and Harry Robinson will be a few times and come back with a recommendation to address the concerns and needs.
b. Zoning Ordinances-International Property Maintenance Code:  Doug mentioned discussing this with Kathy Huschke at the Fremont Area Community Foundation as a solution to area image issues.

c.
425 agreement with Grant Township regarding Grant Public Schools:  When the Middle School was built, nothing 

was done for police response in Grant Township.  This would be an inter-jurisdictional agreement shy of 


annexation.
10. Information Items/Updates:
a. Alltel update:  Representative from Alltel stopped in last week and indicated FAA regulations will not allow use of the wellhead property.  This would leave only the water tower for installation of cell phone towers, and that location still looks promising.
b. Skatepark grant update:  Milt Barr will be working throughout the winter to construct the ramps with steel ends.
c. Police car grant update:  The funds should be wired to us by tomorrow, and the car will be picked up soon.
d. Water Tower park grant update:  Johannson Movers from Hart indicated the entire move should take half of one day to complete.  The footings will be reviewed by engineers to insure adequacy in advance of the move.

e.
Streetscape update:  We were successful in obtaining the MDOT TEA-21 Federal pass-thru grant of over 


$420,000.  The construction will likely be started in October of 2008 if at all possible.


f. DDA update:  Everything is now complete and is now on file with the State of Michigan.
g.
NIMS:  Several City Commissioners still need to complete their NIMS testing and get it submitted.
h.            Irrigation well update-library:  Concerns over the potential spreading of the contamination plume were 
discussed.  Clarification was made that the Middle School does not have a well, and is actually supplied 
completely by City water.
i.
Congressman Hoekstra’s workshop:  Doug attended several weeks ago, and grant opportunities from DOJ and 
USDA were discussed.
j. 
City employee ID cards:  Official employee ID cards are being made by Jon Williams.
11.
Public Comments:


Holly Moon expressed her pleasure with the City pursuing a 425 cooperative agreement.

12.
Adjournment without objection at 8:13 pm.

___________________________________


___________________________________

Mayor Terry Fett

  



Sherry Powell, Grant City Clerk









